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Mater Misericordiae University Hospital

Preparing for your CT colonography
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is CT Colonography?

Computerised Tomography (CT) colonography is a CAT scan that is used to obtain an “inside” view of the large bowel. It is used as an alternative to a scope test.  
Procedure:

On the day prior to your appointment please carefully follow the instructions on the attached sheet for bowel preparation.

On the day of your CT Colonography you will attend the radiology department where you will be changed into a gown.  If IV contrast is being administrated during the scan, an IV cannuala will be inserted in a vein in the arm.

In the CT Room the doctor will explain the test to you. Then a small soft tube is inserted into the rectum, air is gently puffed through this tube into the colon so that the colon can be observed on the CT scan. 

A scan is taken lying on your back and one taken lying on your front. The tube is then removed. A slight degree of discomfort and fullness may be felt during the test. The procedure takes approximately 15-20 minutes. After the scan, having been to the toilet you will be free to leave. 
PRECAUTIONS:

Pregnancy:

If there is any possibility that you may be pregnant please contact the CT secretary (see number below). For women of childbearing age, this examination must be carried out within the first 10 days of the menstrual period. If this appointment does not fall within the first 10 days of your period please contact the CT secretary. 

Asthma, Allergies and Precautions:
If you suffer from severe Asthma, which required hospitalisation, you will need to contact your GP or Physician for steroid cover prior to your CT scan.

Have you ever had a severe allergic reaction (facial/airway swelling/generalised rash)?

If so, please contact the CT secretary.

Do you have glaucoma (a specific eye condition)? 
Diabetes/Renal Disease:

Are you diabetic or suffer from chronic kidney disease?

If you have answered yes to any of the above please contact the CT secretary as soon as possible at the number below.
Cancellation: 

If you are unable to attend or have further queries please contact the CT secretary at the details below.

CONTACT: Phone:  (01) 8034213 
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